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NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
[CHAP. X.
us. We should have had more trouble in making our way through if the place had been empty." The Knights of Malta, living upon the renown acquired by their order in by-gone ages, and reveling in luxury and magnifi-
cence, were very willing to receive the gold of Napoleon, and palaces in the fertile plains of Italy and France, in exchange for turrets and towers, bastions and ramparts of solid rock. The harbor is one of the most safe and commodious in the world. It embraced, without the slightest embarrassment, the whole majestic armament, and allowed the magnificent Orient tocience, were always proposed by Napoleon. "Are the planets inhabited ?" " What is the age of the world ?" " Will the earth be destroyed by fire or water ?" "What are the comparative merits of Christianity and Mos-lemism ?" Such were some of the questions which interested the mind of this young general.
